Read Aloud Planning Template

	Wildflower written by Melanie Brown and Illustrated by Sara Gillingham
Grade: 1-2 (ELA/Art Lesson)

	Evaluate
	Background Knowledge
· The setting of the story is in a garden 
· The story discusses flowers, weeds, and wildflowers
Explain the difference between wildflowers/weeds and flowers:
Let’s imagine we are looking for our favorite toy… we look for the toy in our toy bin, we find the toy and say, “perfect that makes sense.” On a different day we look for the toy and find it on the floor, we might think that’s not where it belongs, but it’s still the same toy, just in a different spot. Plants are like that too. A weed or wildflower is just a plant growing where someone didn’t plan for it to grow! 

	
	Funds of Knowledge
· Students’ prior experiences/knowledge of flowers/plants/weeds (gardens, forests, parks, greenspaces)
· Have students ever been made to feel different from their peers or been called a not nice name
· Personal strengths and positive traits they recognize in themselves

	
	Potential Stumbling Blocks
· Students may not understand that being different is a strength, not a weakness
· Students may think less of weeds/wildflowers than they do of flowers

	
	Instructional Opportunities
· Teach self-compassion and acceptance of differences (if we were all the same, how boring would that be!?)
· Exploring what makes each of us unique and special
· Discussing how different plants (like students) can have different traits, roles, and special talents
· Connecting to SEL; belonging, self-worth, diversity 
· Model inferencing by looking at the flowers’ facial expressions – self-doubt, sadness, happiness etc. 
· Model thinking aloud about feelings of self-doubt and self-acceptance from Daisy’s point of view


	REPRODUCIBLE	
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	Explain
	Brainstorm Unfamiliar Words
· Droop                 - Soothing              - Wildflower           - Special
· Meekly               - Obvious               - Weed                    - Purpose

	
	
Words to Teach
	Short, Simple, Straightforward Definitions
	
Words to Explain
	Short, Simple, Straightforward Definitions

	
	 Soothing 
	Calming, peaceful, relaxing 
	Wildflower
	A plant that grows naturally without being planted by humans

	
	Droop
	Bend down, hang
	Weed
	A plant that grows naturally without being planted by humans

	
	 Special 
	Different in a good way, unique, important
	Obvious 
	Easy to see, very clear, everyone should know that

	
	 Meekly
	Speaking quietly, softly, or acting shy
	Purpose 
	The reason something exists, why you are here, what you do

	
	Think Alouds

	
	Stopping or Pausing Points
1) After Daisy is called a weed by Rose 
2) When each plant shares what makes them special
3) When Sweetpea and Clover say they are called weeds
4) When Dandelion talks about Children making wishes
5) At the end when Daisy welcomes the new flower
	I Language
1) I’m wondering how Daisy feels right now? When someone says mean words to us, it can make us feel small, maybe that’s why her head drooped. I think Daisy might be worried she’s not good enough to be in the garden.
2) I notice every plant has something special about them. But Daisy is worried because she doesn’t think she has anything special. I wonder if Daisy will find her special thing too
3) I just learned that every plant has something special about them. Sweetpea and Clover are also called weeds, but they still have special things about them. I’m starting to think that being called a weed doesn’t mean you’re not special. It just means you are different. 
4)  Awe, I never thought about Dandelions like that before. Dandelion has such a special job, making children happy!
5) Daisy learned that everyone is special and belongs in the garden. She welcomed and stood up for the new flower. She went from feeling like a weed to celebrating who she is as a wildflower. That’s a big change and I’m happy that she is proud to be herself.




	Engage and Extend
	Social-Emotional Learning Engagement: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/physical-health-education/1/core
· Self-acceptance: Talk to students about how Daisy learns to accept herself
· Ask students: “What did Daisy discover about being a wildflower?”
· Ask students: “How did that change how she felt about herself?”
· Belonging: Exploring the idea that everyone belongs and is welcome
· Ask students: “Does everyone belong in our classroom garden?”
· Celebrating differences: Emphasize that differences are awesome!
· Ask students: “Would a garden be as beautiful if all the plants were exactly the same?”
· Explain “What makes a class and a garden special is because we are all different and uniquely ourselves!”
· Kindness: Comparing Daisy’s experience meeting Rose to the end of the book when the new flower appears
· Ask students: “How do you think Daisy felt when Rose told her she was only a weed and didn’t belong?”
· Ask students to compare that to “How Daisy greeted the new wildflower at the end of the story?”
· Explain how kindness can help everyone feel welcome and good about themselves, we can all be different and we still all belong.
PHE Big Idea: Learning about ourselves and others helps us develop a positive attitude and caring behaviours, which helps us build healthy relationships.
PHE Curricular Competencies: Identify and describe practices that promote mental well-being
PHE Content: caring behaviours in groups and families

	
	 Cross-Curricular Extensions
Art: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/1/core
· Hand-traced paper flower craft/classroom wildflower garden poster – celebrate each student’s uniqueness and our community belonging 
Art Big Idea: People create art to express who they are as individuals and community.
Art Curricular Competencies: Create artistic works collaboratively and as an individual, using ideas inspired by imagination, inquiry, experimentation, and purposeful play. 
Art Content: elements in the arts, including processes, materials, movements, technologies, tools and techniques to support arts activities
ELA: (other possible extensions)
· Character development – track Daisy’s feelings/sense of belonging from beginning to end
· Elements of the story – identifying characters, setting, and events


	
	Extensions to Support Reading and Writing: Art & Writing & SEL Activity – Classroom Wildflower Poster  
ELA: https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/english-language-arts/1/core
ELA Big Idea: Stories and other texts help us learn about ourselves and our families.
ELA Curricular Competencies: Create stories and other texts to deepen awareness of self, family, and community 
ELA content: oral language strategies, letter formation

Supplies:
· Paper (variety of colors and long pre-cut green rectangles for stems)
· Pencils
· Sharpies
· Glue
· Scissors 
· Poster board

Discussion:
After reading the story, discuss with the students that Daisy’s journey began with her believing she was only just a weed. But through conversations she learned that like other wildflowers, that often get called weeds, she is special wildflower too who also belongs in the garden. Explain that we can think of our classroom like that! We are all different from one another, but we all still belong in the classroom ready to learn and grow together. Remind the students that it is an amazing thing that we all have differences because life would be SO boring if we were all the same!

Introduce the art/ELA activity:
Daisy is uniquely herself, and today we are going to celebrate what makes each one of us unique by making handprint wildflowers. Show examples of hand traced flowers, with five words about what makes you, you. Explain why you have chosen those words (ex. My family is very important to me, I spend lots of time with them and they make me who I am, etc.) Tell the class these words are a combination of things that are important to me and qualities that I have as a person.

Brainstorm Ideas:
Using the doc-cam and mini-whiteboard, show students some examples using the headers – things I am (kind, athletic, hardworking, etc.), things I love (family, friends, Minecraft, etc.). Next, have students think-pair-share with a partner and then record those ideas under the headers. Remind students that we all have lots of qualities and things that make us individuals, but today we will be choosing 2-5 of the most important ones for each of us.

Demonstrate the art process:
Using the doc-cam, show students how to carefully trace their hand on construction paper with a pencil. Next, use scissors and show them how to cut out their handprints (remind them it doesn’t need to be perfect!). Then show them how to write words along the fingers. Next, decorate your palm with a little face. Then grab a green stem, write your name on it, and glue the stem to the flower. Tell students once they are finished, we will plant your flower at the back table on our classroom wildflower garden poster.

Remind students that we are not looking for perfect spelling, they can do their best to sound it out. Tell students if they need help at any time to put their hand-up and the teacher or EA will come to support. Refer students to the whiteboard where step-by-step visual instructions have been written and listed along with our brainstormed ideas on the screen.

Call students up using popsicle sticks to the front table to grab their supplies (paper, scissors, pencil, sharpie, stem, and glue)

Steps (using visuals on the board):
1. Choose paper
2. Trace hand in pencil
3. Cut along the lines with scissors 
4. Write 2-5 words on your hand
5. Trace with sharpie
6. Decorate
7. Write name on stem
8. Glue

Once students have completed their flowers, they will then glue (plant) their wildflower with teacher support at the back table on a blue poster board (the classroom garden).
At the end of the lesson, once everyone is complete, do a big reveal of the completed wildflower classroom garden poster. Then invite students to share one quality that makes them, them in a circle. Remind students that no two flowers are the same and that they are all beautiful and unique, making it the perfect representation of our class.







